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Sensenbrenner Requests Retraction by
Chairman Dean For DNC’s False Attack
on His Voting Rights Act Effort

Sensenbrenner: “It’s Outrageous the DNC Would Attempt to
Blow-up the Broad Bipartisan Support the Voting Rights Act
Extension Enjoys by Launching False Attacks”

WASHINGTON, D.C. — House Judiciary Committee Chairman F. James Sensenbrenner, Jr.
(R-Wis.) today is requesting Democratic National Committee Chairman Howard Dean retract
the DNC’s false attack against Chairman Sensenbrenner’s leadership to renew the Voting
Rights Act.

A May 9 blog entry by Albert Morales, a Deputy Director of the American Majority Project
at the DNC
[http://www.democrats.org/a/p/a_shining moment in the conscience of man.html] stated,
“A Shining Moment in the Conscience of Man. That is what Martin Luther King, Jr. called
the 1965 Voting Rights Act. Yet the Sensenbrenner/Tancredo wing of the Republican Party
is working to do away with key language assistance provisions, including bilingual ballots
and translation assistance at polling locations that have enabled millions of Americans to take
part in the electoral process.”

Chairman Sensenbrenner responded, “It’s outrageous that the DNC would attempt to blow-
up the broad bipartisan support the Voting Rights Act extension legislation enjoys by
launching false attacks. I was a leader in getting the Voting Rights Act extended back in
1982, including helping persuade President Reagan to sign the extension. Last July, I spoke
before the NAACP’s National Convention to announce congressional efforts to extend the
Voting Rights Act this year, well before vital provisions expire in 2007.



“I have worked closely with Democrats and Republicans in both the House and Senate, as
well as the Bush Administration, to craft another long-term Voting Rights Act extension.
These efforts led to my introduction last week of bipartisan legislation to extend the Voting
Rights Act for 25 years, including extending the bilingual assistance provided to citizens for
25 years. Last Tuesday, Democratic leaders such as Senator Reid, Minority Leader Pelosi,
Senator Kennedy, Rep. Conyers, Rep. Watt, Sen. Leahy, Rep. John Lewis, Sen. Obama, and
others joined Republican leaders, including Sen. Frist, Speaker Hastert, Sen. Specter, Rep.
Chabot, Sen. DeWine, and me in a bipartisan show of support for this legislation on the steps
of the Capitol.

“Yesterday, I led a bipartisan majority in defeating an attempt to remove this assistance from
the bill. Later, the House Judiciary Committee voted 33-to-1 in favor of my legislation,
including the bilingual assistance provision. Republicans and Democrats are working
together to ensure no American is denied his or her right to vote based on race or color. It
would be helpful if the DNC’s political hacks did not try to undermine this effort,” concluded
Chairman Sensenbrenner.
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